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COMMISSIONER'S

NEWSLETTER
MAINE DEPARTMENT OF INLAND FISHERIES & WILDLIFE

284 STATE ST., AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333

Maynard F. Marsh, Commissioner
j. William Peppard, Deputy Commissioner

BEAR PEOPLE TO MEET
I am pleased to report that Maine will soon be hosting the Fourth Eastern Black Bear Workshop. The
affair - to be held April 3-6 in Greenville - will be
attended by representatives from a number of eastern
bear-range states and provinces.
It will feature reports on current black bear research and management programs, and there will be
special presentations by several noted bear experts.
Co-ordinating the program is Assistant Big Game
Project Leader Roy Hugie of our Wildlife Division.
Previous black bear workshops have been held in
New York, Tennessee, and Pennsylvania.

CHECK YOUR
FISHING REGULATIONS
April1- the beginning of Maine's 1978 open water
fishing season - is near at hand, and by now copies of
the new law summary should be available at the usual
places.
Probably the biggest change this year, one made by
the legislature, is the re-establishment of some special
restrictions on the taking of bass in the early part of
the season. For the past several years, bass have come
under the so-called general laws through the whole
fishing season. But starting this year, from April 1 to
June 20, bass may be taken on artificial lures only,
with a daily limit of three largemouths and smallmouths in the aggregate. After June 20, general law
bag limits are in effect and bass may be taken with
bait as well as artificial lures.
In addition to this statewide law change, the Department has established a number of new regulations on
individual waters, following the usual petition/public
hearing/ Advisory Council approval procedure. Daily
limits have changed on some waters. Length limits ,.
have changed on others and new restrictions made on
fishing methods. Some waters have been opened to
smelting, others closed. Some have been closed to all
fishing, others opened. And on and on. It goes without
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saying that the wise thing to do is to check your law
summary carefully before going fishing.
I might add that all of the special regulations that
will be in effect this fishing season are in your regulations folder. Some other proposals on which we held
hearings last fall were approved by my Advisory council at a recent meeting, but because approval came too
late for them to be printed in the regulations summary, we will not make them effective until after the
upcoming season is over.

BALD EAGLE
OFFICIALLY ENDANGERED
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recently announced that the bald eagle is being officially listed as
endangered over most of the country, including Maine.
The action will give our nation's symbol protection
against any federal action or funding that would adversely modify its remaining habitat.
The listing covers 43 of the 48 adjoining states. In
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Oregon, and Washington, the bird is being listed as threatened.
"Endangered" means that a species is in danger of
extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its
range. "Threatened" means that a species is likely to
become endangered within the forseeable future
throughout all or a portion of its range.
Maine has been in the forefront among the states in
work on the bald eagle in the last decade. Research,
management, protection and "awareness" programs
have spanned state, university, and federal levels and
have included participation by private individuals and
organizations. Although an encouraging increase has
been noted in the reproductive rates of Maine eagles
over the past three years, there are still not enough
young hatching and surviving to maintain a stable
population.
While the outlook for bald eagles might not be bad
in every state, existing populations are believed to be
depleted enough to warrant the additional protection
of the Endangered Species Act.

NEW CROW SEASON
Split seasons are nothing new to duck hunters, but
Maine's crow hunters - who until 1975 didn't have to
be concerned about any closed seasons - now have a
split season of their own. Starting this year, crows will
be legal game from March 15 to April 15 and from
August 16 to November 15.
Before 1975, there was no closed season on the
common crow. Since then, they have been on the protected list in Maine from January through August.
That season, however, curtailed springtime crow
hunting - formerly the most popular time among
Maine's small-but-avid crow hunting fraternity. At
their request, we have established the new, split
season that allows one month of spring hunting.
As they are considered a migratory bird, crows
come under federal protection. The states are allowed
to have open seasons on them lasting not more than
124 days total and not during the peak of the nesting
season.

WHO IS A RESIDENT OF MAINE?
The Legislature this year passed a bill that clarifies
the requirements for qualifying as a Maine resident for
buying one of the many licenses issued by this Department. There were two different "waiting periods" for
establishing residency, but the new measure reduces
this to one period and also changes some other provisions.
This bill passed as an emergency measure and is
now in effect. It repeals earlier requirements completely and substitutes the following:
Resident. "Resident" shall mean a citizen of the
United States who has been domiciled in this State
continuously during the 3 months next prior to the
date on which he applies for any license under chapters
301 to 337, or an alien who has been so domiciled for
one year. No person shall be a resident if he has not:
A. If registered to vote, registered in Maine;
B. If licensed to drive a motor vehicle, made application for a Maine motor vehicle operator's license;
C. If owning a motor vehicle or vehicles located
within the State, registered each such vehicle in
Maine; and
D. Complied with the state income tax laws.
The sections repealed are subsections 1 and 2 of Sec.
1901, Title 12, Maine Revised Statutes, and also subsection 7 of Sec. 2401 and subsection 20 of Sec. 2401-B.

QUOTAS IN REVIEW
Our Wildlife Division biologists are looking now at
the results of Maine's first "quota-regulated" seasons,
which ended in February.

Quotas on the harvesting of otter (trapping only)
and bobcat (hunting and trapping) were set for each
Wildlife Management Unit (WMU) following a federal
ruling limiting exports of both types of pelts. Statewide quotas of 500 bobcat and 600 otter for the seasons
just ended were established in response to action
taken by the Federal Endangered Species Scientific
Authority; these quotas were broken down into limits
for each individual WMU, with the understanding that
the season would be shut down in any WMU when the
quota was reached.
Figures from our Wildlife Division show that four
WMUs were closed early to the taking of otter: Units 1
and 2, with respective quotas of 50 and 110 otter,
were closed Feb. 15; Unit 6, with a quota of 70, was
closed Feb. 1; and Unit 8, with a quota of 40, was
closed Jan. 12. As in past seasons, the remaining four
WMU s closed to legal possession of otter concurrently
with the beaver season.
Only Unit 6 was closed to the taking of bobcat
before the season's end, shutting down Jan. 12 when
the 80-pelt quota was reached.
The statewide otter and bobcat harvests totaled 616
and 362, respectively. Although the otter harvest
exceeds the statewide quota by 16, we feel that,
considering the time required for establishing closures,
and the newness of these regulations, our trappers,
sportsmen, biologists, and wardens did a commendable job of complying with the intent of new regulations.
These quotas, imposed only for the seasons just
past, will be reviewed by our department and by the
federal government, and agreements as to future
harvest regulations will be reached through the public
hearing process this spring.

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome
three new members to our Department's Advisory
Council - Robert F. Moore, representing Cumberland
County; Dennis L. Smith, representing Hancock,
Waldo, Knox, and Lincoln counties; and Nathan Cohen, representing Aroostook and Washington counties.
Bob Moore, a resident of Casco, is a former Maine
state representative and senator, and served Governor John Reed as a member of the Executive Council.
This is Bob's second term on our Advisory Council,
and we welcome him back.
Dennis Smith comes from Otter Creek, and this is
his first official affiliation with our Department. But
Denny, an avid sportsman and member of several
sportsmen's associations, has been involved in many
co-operative projects with our department biologists,
and is familiar with the operation and problems of the
department. Welcome aboard, Denny.
Nate Cohen is a resident of Eastport, and this is not
his first acquaintance with our Department, or with
State government. Nate served Governor Kenneth

Curtis and Governor James Longley on the Executive
Council, and was chairman of the inland fisheries and
game sub-committee of the Council under both governors. We welcome Nate onto our Advisory Council,
also.
All three new council members have been appointed
to serve until November of 1983. We look forward to a
long and valuable association with them, and value
their experience and expertise.

ONE RECENT RETIREMENT
Earl Kelly, who has served our department as a
game warden for 35 years, has retired from the Warden Service.
Earl began his employment with us in 1940, and
remained throughout his warden career except for
service with the armed forces from 1942 to 1945. He
and his wife, Carolyn, reside at 37 Pearl St., Camden
and have four children.
We will miss Earl, who has been a steady and trustworthy employee, and we wish him the best on his
retirement.

WARDEN SCHOOL OPENS
Training began Feb. 27 for 17 new members of our
Warden Service as the 14th annual Warden School got
underway at the University of Maine in Orono.
Included in the total of 19 students are nine wardens
already assigned to districts, eight new unassigned
wardens, and two Penobscot Indian wardens whose
job it will be to patrol Indian lands on the Penobscot
River.
The 19 will spend nearly two months in residence in
Orono - and they will learn basics in a great variety
of areas, ranging from public speaking and courtroom
procedure to use of explosives and firearms. Plant
identification, game and fish biology, swimming, first
aid - the list goes on and on.
As in past seasons, many of the instructors are
drawn from the ranks of our own Warden Service.
New this year is a course in use of the Warden Service
Search and Rescue Team - when and how to call on
them for assistance, and what they are trained to do.
Also, while hunter safety and snowmobile safety are
regular offerings at the school, the landowner-land
user program called Operation Respect will be discussed in more detail than in previous years.
Another new addition this year - the students will
begin each day with a period of aerobic exercise, rising
early to run themselves awake and prepare for the
day's activities.
The school has also been somewhat streamlined this
year by combining some previous individual training

courses in equipment care and general policies into
larger, more organized training sessions.
Near the end of April, the students will move to our
wildlife management area on Swan Island in Richmond, where they will undergo two weeks of practical
"hands-on" training in real field situations. This is an
expanded version of an experience started in previous
years and found to be very valuable in training and
testing wardens in the field.
Early in May, following graduation ceremonies at
Orono, the 17 newly trained wardens will begin service in districts scattered throughout the state. This
school, while not intended to be a complete "everything you must know about everything" course, is
very well organized and comprehensive, and much
valuable information is loaded into the eight weeks of
study. It's a good way for our wardens to begin.

DEER WINTERING WELL SO FAR
Our wildlife biologists spend time during the winter
collecting data to assess winter severity from the
standpoint of our white-tailed deer herd. And results
released recently indicate that while the winter
through January was mild to moderate, the month of
February was a different story.
The cumulative Winter Severity Index (WSI)
through January for the state as a whole was 79.3. This
figure is to be compared with 100, with less than 100
being easier weather for deer and more than 100 representing harder than normal conditions.
The month-by-month WSI had at no time through
the end of January exceeded 100, indicating a generally easy winter for the deer. February, however,
brought more snow and lower temperatures, driving
the monthly WSI over 100 in all but two wildlife
management units.
Conditions during the first half of February approached critical levels but eased up during the last
two weeks of the month; however, even the harsh ·
weather early in February drove the cumulative statewide WSI up to only 89.7- still an "easier-than-usual"
winter.
The most critical factor affecting deer survival, for
several different reasons, is "sinking depth." This
simply means the depth to which a deer's feet will sink
before reaching either supporting crust or ground
level. This is important to deer both for foraging purposes and for mobility in case of escaping predators.
Sinking depths through January, with the exception of
the third week of January, remained below normal,
but they did exceed critical levels during early February.
Looking at the entire winter to date, it is apparent
that conditions for deer have not been very tough on
the herd, overall. How our deer will fare now depends
on the rate of snow-melt and on how quickly they are
able to disperse from their wintering areas during
March and April.

MORE WILD TURKEYS
You might recall that last winter our Wildlife Division initiated a project to determine the potential for
re-establishing wild turkey flocks in Maine. At that
time, they released 19 turkeys - live trapped from
wild flocks in Vermont- in the southern Maine town
of York.
During the ensuing year, Wildlife Biologist Phil
Bozenhard tried to confirm as many reported turkey
sightings as possible, to keep track of the birds' whereabouts. Some of them apparently remained in York,
and there was some evidence of turkeys in the Lebanon and Berwick areas. The most promising signs,
however, came from the town of Eliot where five turkeys were periodically observed together.
In recent weeks, Bozenhard has released 22 more
wild turkeys- nine toms and 13 hens. All were liberated in the same area of Eliot where the five birds
from last year's stocking have apparently established
themselves.
Bozenhard will again be keeping track of reported
turkey sightings and signs. He hopes the public continues to support the project by reporting details of
sightings either to him at his office in Scarborough
(phone 883-5107) or to Game Warden Bruce Galeucia
of North Berwick (phone 676-3101).
All of the Vermont turkeys were marked with wing
streamers before they were released. Sighting reports
should include the color of any wing markers observed
as well as the date, exact location, and number of
birds.

Public assistance is also urged in keeping domestic
dogs from roaming in the turkey release area, especially during the spring nesting season, and by remembering that there is no open season on hunting
turkeys in Maine.
Wild turkeys are fairly exacting in their habitat requirements, and it is not generally felt that Maine has
a great deal to offer them. However, if we are successful in establishing a flock in York County- which contains our best turkey habitat - we '11 probably be looking into other areas of the state as possible wild turkey
introduction sites.

MAINE BOBCATS TO NEW JERSEY
Another experimental re-introduction project has
been active in recent weeks, only with this one Maine
is the donor state. With the help of guide Neil "Sonny"
Wade of Pleasant Ridge and his hounds, we have been
trying to provide a few bobcats for our counterparts in
New Jersey who are trying to re-establish 'cat populations in the northwestern part of that state.
The objective is six bobcats, but at this writing
(3/21), only two have been taken, both males. The
'cats are chased and treed, shot with a tranquilizer,
and then held for pick-up by a New Jersey wildlife
biologist. Within two or three days of their capture in
Maine, the bobcats are set free in New Jersey, wearing radio collars so their travels can be monitored.
Wade will keep trying as long as good running
conditions last for his hounds.

Sincerely,

~~-=-n::-aJ_
NEWS SERVICE

MAillE STA~E LIBRARY

Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Augusta, Maine 04333

FIRST CLASS
MAIL

